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There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review ar to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2021 and a compieted Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2021
notifying the external auditor.

Swerford Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2A2A121. the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed f2S,000

E 3,lq &
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There are certain circurnstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certifu itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of 8200 +VAT will be payabte.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 201 7
' ln relation to the preceding financialyear (2019/20), the exlernalauditor has not:

' issued a public interest reporl in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
' made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
' issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Aci

?014 {"the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice
' commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
' made an application under section 2S(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
' The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.
lf you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income,
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both).
The Annual lnternal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (Z), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fuily completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority websrte/webpage* before 1 July 2021.
By signing this certificate you are also confirming that you are ahrare of this requirement.
Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date
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*Published web address
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0NLY ilris celiiri;:;";;ttoutd be returned ETTHER by emal oR by post (not
both) _a9,so9n as possible after certification to your external audiior, but no laier tfran gO
June 2021. Reminder letterE incur a charge of f40 +VAT

Annuat Governance ,ilG;;;;biiity netuin iozt/21pi;r- - ---
Local councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smallerAuthorities
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I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

4 tta^1 Zsr-r \ pe* €
\.i

Telephone number
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2g?A121

$werford Parish Council

swerford.org

Burlng the financial year ended 31 March 20?1, this authority"s internat audifor acting independently and on ths
basis of an assessment of risk, earried sut a selective a$ssssment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and centrols in operation and ohtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intemal audit for ?AZAI?1 has been canied out in acccrdance with this authcrity's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the {indings in the ar*as exarnined. the internal audit canclusicns are summarised in this tabte.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in ali significant respects, the control obiectives were being achieved throughout the finansial year ta a standard
adequate to meet the needs of this authority-

C. Thjs authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
oi anangernenis to manage these.

D. The precepl or rates requirement resulted {rom an adeguate budgetary process; progress agafnsl
lhe budgel w8s moflitored; and reserves were appropriate

H. Assel and investments were complete and aocurate and propedy rnaintrained.

l. Periodic bank account reeonciliations were properly canied out during the ye6r

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year wsre prepared on the canecl accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expendilure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

H. lt the authority certified itself as exempi from a limited a$$urance review in 201S12S, it met ihe
exemption criteria and correctly deelared itseNf exernpl" ilf the authonil,had a iafi''ite{J Bss.ij?rr{:e
rer'te*, r..'iils 2,1],'?'*1AG,4R ti** 'r:of covereci"j

L. The authority publishes inlormation on a website/webpage, ilp to date at the time of the inlemal
audil. in accordsnc€ with the Tr code for srnaller authorities.

M. The authorily, during the praviqus year (2019-20) conectly Brovided for the period for the
exereise sf public righls as required by the Accounts and-Audit Regulationc {*vrerenced py fi:c
f rlrfli:e pr,iilisi?*d .::n the wei:siis at}rllar auf h*rit'y *irlr:.li.ed *:ii:ule.: c*niining lhe Calss selj

0. (For local eouncils only)
Trust funds (ineludinq charitable) - The council met its r*sponsibilities 6s a lru$tqe. f

For any other risk areas identified by this aulhority adequate rsntrol$ existed {list any olher risk areas on separate sheets if needed)"

Date{s} intemal audit undedaken Name of person who canied out ths lntemal audit

Lisa Wilkinson31/05/?CI21 101s612021

t
€

f

Signalure of person who
carried out the internal audit "4fi/v'; 18t06t20?1

uate

*lf the response is 'no'please slate lhe irnptications and action beins taken to eddress any weakne*r in eontrol identilied
{edd sgparate shests it needsd).
*Ncte: lf the resp*nse is "nol csvared' please $ista wh€n the rrroet receftt irdemal audil work was done in thie area and wh8ri it is
next FlanRed; or. if mverage is not required, the annual intemal audit report m*st exptain why not (add separate sheets if needed)"

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2*20!21 ?arl2
Local Cou*cils, lnterna! Drai*age Boards and other Srnaller Authorities

A, Appropriate accsuntinq reccrds have been properly kept ihroughaut the financial year. {
B. Ihis authority complied with its fiaancial regulations, payments were supporled by invoices. all

iture was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted fsr.

E" Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recarded and promptly
banked: and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expendilure was

G. Salaries lo employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this autfiority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl rsquiremsnts were properly appiied.

N. The authority hae complied with the publication requirements for 2019i20 AGAR
is*e Ai],4tr troqe ? Gr;lderce ,{+fe:;1,
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Section tr - Annual Governance Statement 2020121

We acknowledge as the members of:

$w 6-q.-f-6trb ?r{r,Stt cou nlcta

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2A21 , thal:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements-

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accaunts and Audit Regulations-

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resaurces in
its charge-

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abllity of this authority to conduct its
business cr manage iis finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to da and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all persons interested the oppariunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessmeni of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of intemal controls andlor
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and ather isks it
faces and dealt with them prapedy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent ofthe linancial
controls and proc.edures, to give an objective view on whether
internal cantrols meet the needs af this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from iniernal and extemal audit.

responded to matters brought to its attentian by intemal and
external audit-

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authorig and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)lassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate rT rs a sole managing trustee of a local trust
ar trusts.

nFor any statement to which the response is 'no',

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

&r fok f rcr;
and recorded as minute reference:

3(*)

an explanation must be publjShed

Signed by the Chairmafr-.and Clerk of the meeting where

Chairman

Clerk

The authorliy website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code hd

$ dae-foLD - or-g-

AnnualGovernance and Accountability Retum 202A121 Part2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Section 2 - Acccuntlng Staternents 2(}20121 tor

€i^rfiLtr{b t ftc<rg* cor:r-}crl

\2. \tg
Total balances and resewes at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial recards. Value must agree to
Bax 7 of previous year.

Tolal amount of precept {or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. {+) Total other receipts Tbtal income or receipts as recorded in #re cashbosk Jess
the precept or rates/levies received {tine 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. {-) Staff r,osts Total expenditure or paymenis made ta and on behalf
of all employees" lnclude gi,oss sa/anes and wages,
employers N I contributians, employers pen sion
contributions, gratuities and severance paynents-

Total expenditure or payments of capilal and interest
rnade duing the year an the aulhority's bonowings {if any)"

6. {-} All other payments

2,64\ 5 ,-"ca o
Total expenditure or payments as recorded in lie casfi-
book less sfaff cosfs (il'ne 4) and loan interest/capital

\2 , rrg \;rt5
Tatal balances and resewes at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - {4+5+8).

8. Total yalue cf cash and
short terrn investrnents t?, toE q,593

The sum of all cun*nt and depasit bank accaunts, sash
hotdings and sttort brm investments held as at 31 March -
To agr* with bank reconciliatian.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long terrn inyestments
and assets

l4,Brg
l.1Qeffi{(€- \6? t'

I

The value of all the property the authority owns- it is made
up of all its fxed assels and long tenn investmenls as al
31 March.

10. Total bonowings a C}
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties {including PWLB}.

tl. {For LocaN Councils Only} Disclssure note
re Trust funds {including charitable)

The Council as a body torporafe ac{s as sole trustee for
and is responsible for managing Trust funds orassefs.

N-8. The figures in the accaunting statemenfs aboye do
not include any Trust transactians.

I certify that for lhe year ended 3'1 Marctr 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Goyernance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on Bither a receipts and
payrnents or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Gsvernance and Accountability for Srnaller
Authorities - a Fractitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date
Lt Sra^r. 2,a ?-l

I confirm that these Accounting Siaternents were
approved by thls authority on this date:

ztf*r,fw"u*

as recorded in minuie reference:

5 /$
, 

..:

Signed by Chainnan o{ttfS meeting where the
Accnunting Statement$yv€ re approved

,,' 'i--{*-
i ,.{. j
i ..'n.'] ,
'i;/ "'i

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A2Al21 Part2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Swerford Parish Council
Variance analysis ?;AZA-ZL vs 2019-2O (ztJune 2020)

Allfigures in round pounds

Item number as in section 2 of
the Accounting Statements

Precept

Allother payments 2,659

Balances carried forward 72,1L8

Total value L2,LO4

rx

2019-20 2A2A-n.

ff
3,782 3,183

Explanation

A reduced precept for 202O-2L was agreed
as expenditure in the financial year was
expected to be reduced as there were
limited election costs.

5,530 Major costs in 2At9-7A not incurred in
2AZQ-21 were council election costs (f682)
and payment for a new website (f939),
however 2OZg-21costs were higher as a

result of higher costs at E711,tor repair to
the old lawnmower; a one-off cost of
f2,500 for a new lawnmower; higher
insurance costs, including for the new
rnower, at f 196, and increased
expenditure on the playing field of f238.

9,775 This is reduced in2A20-21, primarily
because of the one-off purchase of the
new lawnmower

9,583 Our funds at hand are f7,900 earmarked
for specific responsibilities and f 1,829 as a

general contingency.

a^^r',^^ 
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Swerford Parish Council 2OZA-2AZL accounts

Current account bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2O21

f Description Comments

Balance (L3 April 2021 statement) 2,4L2.62

954.59 VAT repayment due tar 2O2A/21+ 3 items in 2019

Uncleared cheques 100413

14441.4

Payment due this financial year

Payment made in 2A/2LforZL/22

320.00

29.30

100.00

146.L6

Netwise website fee VAT not charged

W Haddon clerk expenses VAT of f4.88
Audit fee {Lisa Wilkinson} VAT not chargeable

OALC membership VAT of f24.36

3,054.07
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